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Abstract: The issue of "regional development" has been a core theme throughout national development planning and
economic geography study. Currently, China has established a "3+N" regional strategic framework, which consists of
three core strategies—the coordinated regional development strategy, major regional strategies, and the major function
zoning strategy—alongside "N" additional regional development strategies such as the new urbanization strategy. This
paper reviews the formation and evolution of China's regional strategic framework, analyzes the internal mechanisms of
regional strategy superposition from an economic geography perspective, and explores pathways to maximize its effects.
This study suggests that the regional economic system shaped by superposing strategies exhibits five key characteristics:
regional differentiation, interconnectedness, scale nesting, functional transmission, and comprehensive integration. The
economic geographic mechanism through which superposing regional strategies regulate and optimize the regional
economic system lies in: guiding the rational allocation of production factors based on comparative advantages,
leveraging positive external spillover effects through inter-system linkages, achieving effective transmission of strategic
functions across different scales by coupling regional strategy scales with functional scales, and generating emergent
effects through strategic synergy. Together, these factors amplify the overall impact of superposing regional strategies.
This study proposes that maximizing the effects of superposing strategies requires enhancing strategic synergy during
regional strategy upgrades, leveraging the overarching and foundational role of major functional areas, systematically
optimizing the Regional Coordinated Development Strategy and Regional Major Strategy, and exploring comprehensive
functional zones and new territorial spatial systems. This research aims to provide theoretical foundations and decision-
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making references for formulating the "15th Five-Year Plan" and optimizing regional economic layouts while improving

spatial governance efficiency during the "15th Five-Year Plan" period.

Keywords: regional strategy superposition; economic geographical mechanism; Major Function Oriented Zoning

(MFOZ); regional economic layout; coordinated regional development; adapting measures to local conditions
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Fig.2 Draft of major function oriented zoning of China and spatial distribution of the three major strategic patterns
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Fig.4 Release timeline and content of regional development strategy
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Fig.7 Correspondence between different series of the new national spatial system
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